# FOCUS ON TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS
01 Apr 2010
FPage : 28 #

Technology

Effective fleet management is a vital

component of the commercial transport
industry and a major factor in overall logistics
costs. FOCUS looks at some of the gadgets
and systems available on the local market to
help make the jobs of fleet managers that

much easier — and far more successful

conrding to Brendan Horan, ganaral

manager, sales and marketing at

Mix Telamatice Afica, many of ¥

the cnaliecnges facing fleet owrers are not

anly interconnacied, but can be addrossed

with zophisticated vehicle tracking and fieat
managemert solutons,

These chalangas include the nealth and

gafely of drivers and athar road users, fuel

gavings and vehicla tracking.
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“Krowing whare each of your wahicles i3 at ot ) 7 : e e il
all times iz tremandously useful, Up until a few
yEATH ago, 8 ansper managar had no idea o hna lad
where 8 speaifo vehicle was until it arived aalullons.  Taie
at ils destnation. Al you could do was hops
for the basl. Mow we can monilor a vehicle's

movements in raal imea," he explains,

Gaert Pretorius, managing diracior of MK
Telematics [Enterprisel, says that managers
ara inoking for solutions that make active flaat
managemant possible by dalivering aoccurale,
maaringful datz in raal lime, thereby facilitating
sound decision making.

“With the economic downtum placing
gignificant strain on &l business nitiatives,
fleet managars have bhaegun to fully appreciate
the wvalue of uliising fest maragement
producls ag a strategic ool for improving

profitabilivy and craating long term sustainable
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“With the economic

111 business initiatives,
leet managers

have begun o fully

appreciate the value
of utilising fleet

prod ucts”

[Fanks 1o madern lechnology, fleets can now be

manitored electronically i meal tims

tha primary cost drivers in flast maragamant,
gl manggement 12 particularly
impartant,  Additicoral  solllions can be
Imzlementad asing the information crovded
by a range of flest management products,”
According to Davic Winsper, mar agng
llirector o Automotive Gontral Systemns
1AGE] one of the most axciting aspects of
flemt managament is the fact that techk olagy
nas raachad the ooint whergby ary vahicle
amywhere 0 tha world, can be monitorog an
5 second-by-second basis from an axtemal
cortral point
Maonitoring cacanilities include: where the
vehicla is; whether it |z stationary ar on
the road; how fast it is travelling: how tha
driver is operating the wehicle; how fueal-

afficiant the vehicle is; and real-time fuel leval

monitoring. The scope of currant technalogy is
feer reaching, gwing fleet managars a degree of

control unhaard of unll quite recently. I
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