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Eldnemal] [bus

drives to its own beet

With the world increasingly aware of the danger of carbon emissions, the global eye has turned to

large corporations to take action

very day, most of us have 1o drive to

and from work &t pesh Ehic hours.

This means, inavitably, wa are shack

bahind the same car for lengthy perods;

pdging along the rgad al a snails pase,
becoming increasingly frustrated,

This iz bad enough ¥ 1 s a modem sedan

you're sluck behind, but alten, I is ar anciem

comemutar bus, billowing thick, black, smalhy

smokig Dehind it After misaing the mad dash
1o change lanes and gei oul of s way, you
scramble for your windows, winding tham
up aa Tast as possible. You mach helplessly
towvards your intermal ®r ciroulation button,
kngnaing it is a¥ too kate - that black poison has
aiready crept it winy inbe your car

Along with the beadache and genaral
faaling of “chiness® one would endure after

A whith hardkerchsel Tl dfireCily ower th axhibusl 18 fémioved
withaul @ hilemesh,

such an expadance, most of us ans becoming
Incregsingty sware of the massve carbon
footprint the wvehicles on our road lodve
Bahiru.

But it |5 nol just crazed free-huggors
telling ws cur ears are dirty, the govemmant
has clmbed on board with its OO, emissions
tax coming Into eMact ihis year, While this
may only relate 10 passengar cars and light
commaearcial vehicles al this slage, there iz a
strong possitdity that & will also alacl other
commarcipl vehicles in the near bulure,

On tog of this is tha Carbon Disclosura
Projsct [OOF). whnich oblains information
on businesses” actions lowards combating
chmeate change. Although this s st done
on 8 voluntary casis, Il has baen prodicted
thal It will semaday be a legal obligatkon for
companes (o mondor and publicly report their
greenhouse gas emissions.

Many global businesses are paying
attention 1o thelr carbon inpact now, white it
is still veluntary. “Companiss who adop: eco
rndly polcias now will gain the competitive
avantage In the fulure and will have built up
goodwill in the market once governmmant and
Industry requistions are officialty pul in place,”
paints out Jehn Anderson, OEM key accounta

marukger al MiX Talamatics,
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Su what can commercial vehicles do
to get i line with lowening thaelr carbon
ermEssions? Scanis @ already well on Rs way
1o achiaving 1his, 83 it is currently working with
the Johannasburg Matropolitan Councd 1o
triad run a lleat of sthanod-powered commutar
matre: buses in the city of Johannesburg.

Siversands Elhanaol peoduces the sihanol
rom ils sugar beet fam situated in the
North West Provingg, The sugar beet thet
this company wses 8 vedy high in sugar and
B mixed to 8 get, which has an ethanol
content af up ta 80%. This resuls in & longer
and hotter burricng gel than others cumenlly
availabla on the market,

‘The use of ethanal has many bensfits,
the greatesl of thase being the reduction in
carhon emissions,” explaing Anderson. As
well as this, Sikverzands Ethanol has already
providad work for 31 previously unemployed
local Tewana people, (hus oreating job
opporunities lor people in the poor rured
communities surounding the Sugar besal farm.
“According 1o research done in South Alrica,
for avary bus that runs on ethanol fuel. wo
to thres jobs are creatad In rural aress whers
it s modl readed,” says Andersan. “So nat
only will fewer carbon emisgicns enter the
atmosahars, but many unemploved South
Alricans might Snd themsalves with & job."

it makes you wondar why everyone: lsn't
using this magical athanol feel i thelr wehicles
Wall, it does work out lo ba shghlly more
expensive than using dissel. The ethanol
consumption is higher than that of diesal, and
the fuel itsell is not cheap. Howwear, these
©osts can still lead to savings in the lang run
with companies paying less anviconmaental
taxes gnd having Claaner, and therefone most
likaty longar running enginos.

Wah smart busingss praclicss, ke (hode
of Scanid and Metrobus, further savings can
bé made by monitoring tho way tha busss
are run. M Telematics hes designed flast
management technology specificaly for the
purpoae of lowenng fusl consumplon and
zarbon amissions.

Antherson explaing, “Companies who gdopt
g lechnology are able to accurataly MeRsune
and roparl on their carbon emigsions. By

reducing fue! consumplion, carbon emissiong
ara reduced and our lechnology 8- doing this
for companias such ag Matrobus

MiX Tefernatics has worked with Scanda for
s0ven years, alding in contract managemaeni
and par-kilometre Gilling. it was themlons the
ohvigus choicd fyr Scania to approsch MIX
Telematica to devalop 8 system that would
manitor and reguiate diver Deluviour and
M&p routes that would acheeve significent fusl
recuctons.

These Scania metro buses how baen fitted
with the MiX Telematics FM Communicator
umit, which has already beon proven globally to
manitor fuel consumption and reduce carbon
BTSS0S,

"Dur system measuwres lusl consumption
and CO, améssions and clearly indicates if the
vighicle iz over the limits," explaing Anderson.
The sysiem IS also capabie of raguiating driver
behaviour, such ss speeding, excassive iding
of hargh Breaking. The driver is warnsd that
he needs fo tako correctve measures, and
the warning s also sent back 1o the aperaior,
aiowing him to record lrends with carten
drivers and laka sny necessary action.

Aluang with this, the System records drivers'
hours, 2dvises whan maintenance is needad
and can sssess routes for fued afficiency.
"Unlice athar systems, the M Telematics
systern finks dirsctly to the onboard compulus
via the CANbDus, which allows us fo monitor
and report on @il aspects of the vehicle.” says
Angorson.  “We also work closely with the
figat owners on Iraining their drivers to ensure
vehicies are used wificiantly, which Impacts
diracily on the fesl efficioncy and carbon
output of vehiclas.”

Thie buses themsalves are highly visibe,
and one 5 Instantly struck by how clean they
ook, As well as thailr fresh appearance, the
lack of black smoke baligoning oul bahing
them is agefinitely noticesbla. In fact, whon
a handkecchied wes beld directly over the
axhaus! when the igniticn was stared ugp, B
GRME away a5 spotlossly wihite as i slared off
it's @ nice fealing that you could drive behing
o of these buses with your windows rolled
down, safa n tha knivwisdns that your car is
a1l nowdous-gas free, I



